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BOOK REVIEWS

scholarship. Historically, early Church theology receives the most attention,
although the medieval literature is by no means ignored.
In dealing with the problem of the intermediate state between an individual's
death and the expected bodily resurrection, Ratzinger awards high rriarks to
Aquinas's modification of the Aristotelian view of the soul as the form of the body.
According to Aristotle, the soul is irretrievably tied to matter. Aquinas, on the
other hand, affirms that the human spirit is at once something personal and the form
of matter. Concomitantly, Aquinas opens up the possibility of immortality.
Ratzinger's discussion of medieval eschatology is not, however, limited to wellknown figures, such as Aquinas and Joachim of Fiore. His work is commendable
in calling the reader's attention to more obscure yet intellectually significant
theologians and documents, e.g., to views of the Antichrist developed by a twelfthcentury theologian Gerhoh ofReichersberg and to a fourteenth-century papal bull
Benedictus Deus dealing with eschatological questions. Medievalists will also find
noteworthy the contemporary theological appropriation of the medieval concept
of the aevum in support of the location of the resurrection in the moment of the
individual's death.
Methodologically, Ratzinger' s approach to constructing a textbook in systematic theology is markedly different from that of his renowned German colleague
Karl Rahner. While Rahner's Foundations of Christian Faith is theologically creative in setting out Rahner's own perception and reconstruction of the Christian
message, Ratzinger's text represents a compendium of the thoughts of various
theologians and biblical scholars. Yet the reportive character of Ratzinger's
Eschatology makes it accessible not only to graduate students but to advanced
undergraduates as well. Students will find useful the appended bibliography of
works on eschatology available in English. The extensive references to German
language discussions contained in the textual notes will be appreciated by
anglophone professors of theology.
Janine Marie ldziak
Loras College
Sandro Sticca, The ''Planctus Mariae " in the Dramatic Tradition ofthe Middle Ages,
trans. Joseph R. Berrigan, University of Georgia Press, 1988.
Any misapprehension that Sandro Sticca in his study of the Planctus Mariae
has undertaken a task that is narrow and esoteric will be quickly dispelled by the
book itself. Sticca has proved once again that a most effective way to capture the
reality of a great period in Western culture is through the intensive pursuit of a
single artistic, spiritual theme. Sticca's work on the Planctus Mariae, a form of
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medieval lyric expressing the maternal anguish of the Virgin Mary at the
crucifixion of her son, reveals widespread and profound stirrings of the human
spirit during the Middle Ages.
The foreword, by Jean Charles Payen of the Univeisite de Caen, calls our
attention to the exceptional combination of intellect and feeling that Sticca brings
to his research. Payen implies that Sticca, a "formidable specialist in the history of
the theater," also knows through personal experience the prominence of Marian
veneration in the "Mediterranean faith" (ix). This special understanding, according to Payen, in no way compromises his rigorous scholarship.
Payen' s mention of "Italian fervor" (ix) as a motive in the cult of Our Lady
may also suggest the controlled energy one senses moving through Sticca's work.
Anyone familiar with the genre of Italian scholarship will appreciate Joseph R.
Berrigan's sensitive translation of Sticca's text from the l_talian, preserving its vitality and at the same time doing justice to the nuances of its critical thought.
Through nine chapters, abundantly documented and supplied with duplications of original texts, Sticca presents a carefully reasoned chronology of the
development and function of the Planctus Mariae, its interaction with theological
and liturgical sources, its seminal role in monastic and popular spirituality, and its
place in medieval Passion drama. His study deals capably with historical and critical issues, such as the interaction between Eastern and Western modes of Christian
thought, the consonances among the religious orders as to devotional literature
and practice, and the distinct role of the vernacular languages in evolving dramatic
express10n.
In chapter 8, which deals masterfully with the theatrical tradition and is the
longest (fifty pages), the author explicates and compares the various currents of
Passion drama in the regional dialects and emergent "national" languages of
Europe. Sticca's scholarship is especially brilliant in these passages, in which he
discovers and elucidates the common or Latin elements and develops theories of
origin and connection. In spite of this thoroughgoing treatment, the author ends
the chapter with the observation, "these connections can be more profitably and
more extensively observed as we begin to probe more deeply into the origins and
development of the Planctus Mariae' (169).
One gauge of the quality of scholarly work is its germinative effect. The
reviewer believes that the fecondita of Sticca's research will be apparent to medievalists in numerous specialties. Even a brief assessment reveals its many implications for students of the widespread spiritual and cultural renewal that flourished
in Wes tern Europe during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.
Robert Edgar Day
University of Colorado-Boulder
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